devoted to doubtfully useful applications of dye dilution curves.
The section on techniques is generally clear and will help the trainee cardiologist to grasp their essential principles. The description of left ventricular puncture is hardly fair, however, for it lists many alarming complications which are bound to occur if the operator adopts the author's suggestion of passing a catheter over a guide wire in order to obtain a ventriculogram; this is a dangerous manoeuvre and should never be attempted.
Part VI on noninvasive techniques seems out of place in this book and is so short that it cannot do justice to them. Part VII, concerned with 'profiles of characteristic hemodynamic and angiographic abnormalities in specific disorders' is unbalanced and too short to be of real value.
This book is well produced and the figures generally are excellent. Despite its shortcomings it should be useful for physicians about to start training in a cardiac investigation unit, although the price may be a deterrent.
DENNIS DEUCHAR
Visceral Afferent Functions of the Nervous System by P P Newman MD pp ix+273 illustrated £8 London: Edward Arnold 1974 The title and contents of this book very much reflect the author's personal view of his field of interest. Thus, we find that the visceral inflows considered are largely of abdominal and pelvic origin; kidney and uterine afferents are omitted and it is a peculiarity of physiologists that visceral afferents of heart and lungs claim the exclusive attention of other -groups. However, these omissions do not detract from the value of Dr Newman's labour. He has brought together information which is scattered and he writes with knowledge since much of it derives from the work of his own group.
It is evidently difficult to produce an embracing synthesis of the various roles of the visceral afferents in regulating autonomic and somatic activities. For example, Dr Newman himself has shown that the cerebellum receives information from the viscera, and evidence that the cerebellum can activate autonomic pathways is available elsewhere. At present, though, little more can be done than to draw parallels from the known somatic functions of the cerebellum to give some hint of its probable visceral functions. This is a problem facing any author in this field, and it is useful to have a monograph which can give some useful ideas to future investigators. This book will be ancillary reading for those who have an interest in the regulation of the internal organs of the major cavities of the body.
It is a pity that the printing gives no pleasure to the reader or support to the author when so much work has gone into the writing; the value of the few half-tones has been reduced by poor contrast on the grey paper on which the book is printed. It is a sign of the times that the price of this series of monographs is rising in spite of the less pleasing production. The typical radiological appearance of the various diseases are described and one or many, usually many, examples are illustrated with brief case histories. My main criticism of the book is that it seldom distinguishes between characteristic and nonspecific changes. Fuller discussion of the differential diagnosis of various sclerotic or lytic lesions would have been valuable.
The photographs are very good and clearly show the abnormalities (though surely the marker in Fig 204A is misplaced) and the case histories are succinct (though why the patient with lumbar disc disease illustrated in Fig 191 had paraparesis and extensor plantar responses is not explained). An example of a colloid cyst of the spinal cord is illustrated without any corTmment about the quite exceptional rarity of this condition. The association between syringomyelia and 'herniated' cerebellar tonsils is mentioned but the fact that this is due to a Chiari malformation is not explained.
The main value of the book (outweighing the criticism above) is that it gathers together a large number of well-illustrated examples and forms a readily available museum. For this reason I would like to see it in our X-ray department.
J M RICE EDWARDS
Clinical Respiratory Physiology by Luke Harris MB BS MRCP pp ix +69 illustrated £2.30 Bristol: John Wright 1975 This small book provides a truncated account of respiratory physiology which is too simple for a physiologist and too remote from clinical practice for the clinician. The book could serve as an introduction to respiratory physiology for clinicians specializing in tl4oracic medicine but such a person would probably prefer to acquire this from a larger textbook also providing clinical information. My main objection to books such as this is that they fail to strike the right balance between theory and the clinical application of knowledge provided. This book may help with examinations but I do not think it will have much impact on the quality of patient care. The second edition of this popular book is well laid out and is liberally illustrated, both with cartoon figures and with colour plates. However, in attempting to cover the whole field of gastroenterology in 435 pages, fhe subject matter is inevitably somewhat condensed.
In places, the quality of the book is uneven. The chapter on gastric physiology is first class and the sections on the liver are both sound and up-to-date, but some aspects of the book are less good. We are told, for example, that in patients with gastric ulcer, if there is any suspicion of ascorbic acid deficiency ascorbic acid may be given, 200 mg three times a day for one week; and there are unqualified opinions suggesting that immediate partial gastrectomy is the treatment of choice for acute bleeding in gastric ulcer.
There is a valuable chapter on Special investigations but again this lacks balance. For a text aimed at medical students, detailed discussions of exotica such as measurement of BSP transport maxima and liver bloodflow seem inappropriate when included with other investigations which are either outdated or controversial, such as flocculation tests of liver function, the Figlu test, the use of Congo Red and of 1311-labelled albumin and PVP to assess protein-losing enteropathy.
While acknowledging the need for a hard core of basic information, it is a pity that interesting recent advances have received scant attention. The lack of references in the text makes for easy reading, but it is not always possible to distinguish between scientifically tested facts and personal opinions. It is also disappointing that there are not more references from other countries and so few citations after the 1960s.
The first edition of this book was obviously popular, as no doubt will be the second, but exciting scientific facts and basic information should not be incompatible mixtures. The purpose of this book is to provide an annual updated review on human and mammalian prolactin. This follows the success of the author's previous monograph 'Prolactin -Physiological and Clinical Significance' published in 1973. 'Prolactin 1974' contains information gained from papers published on prolactin as listed in the monthly issues of Index Medicus during 1973 together with the author's personal speculation on the significance of the data acquired. The book is divided into chapters according to the various aspects of prolactin physiology and clinical application; each chapter containing a brief review of the relevant position prior to 1973, in addition to new information.
Publication of over 400 papers during 1973, which provide the main source of information for this book, reflects the current extensive research interest in prolactin. The wide multiplicity of actions of the hormone is emphasized and recent major developments in the prolactin field, e.g. the diversity of action of the hormone in relation to the concentration, have worthy mention.
However, the remarks about the National Institutes of Health prolactin kit require a note of
